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Greetings Gentlebods,

Onpa tine is
nearly here again, and the little
bits and pieces that o to nalke up
this issue of ZRG are gradually
falling into place (For the 'less-than-20-puges’® boys, I have siitteen
pages lined up on stenchil before the current riailing has arrived..which
leaves me three nonths hefore next deadline). Once again there¢ are a
fow iniovations around tlhe place and I'd apnreciate corlients on then.
Jirst, there are a couple or three bits of brush stencil work, including
the B-24 on the cover, Then we have ERG's first nulticolour illos..which
were run off on the scho-l Banda. TI'n locking forward to the arrival of
a Bandaflex when the Head can afford it...a narvellous gadget, which
anong other things, can nake clectro-stoncils, My connents on space-
gravel have stirred ilan Burns into writing (and very lindly duplicating)
an article on under-sca activities. A4t this stage, the issuc secired to
be getting out of hand...instcad of wondering what I was zoing to put in,
the problen was what could I niss out to kecp the issuc within bounds.
Future issues will nrobably shrink a shadc..for financial rcasons..until
I can afford a new box of stencils.

Val and I have just had a few days in Paris, aad we bhad to hock
the fanily jewels tp pay the tab, Things were highly enjoyable, if a
trifle hectic. We left Shefficld at 7an, and drove down to Canterbury
where we stayed tie night with fricnds. On Tucsday, we parked thce car at
an all-night garage listed by the AA, and which had gladly accepted out
booking and lolly. We flew to Beauvais and coached to Paris. Once there
we did all the usual things such as cliubing the “iffel Tower (by iift);
up and dcwn the Seine (on the Batcaux Mouche; and noshed in sundry
restaurants, where winder of wonders, iy schioclday Ffreich finally preved
to be useful after all. Finally, after shosting off oodles of fila both
still and cinc, we flew back to London in a heavy thunderstorm, went
round to the garage at oidnight te collect the car to arive hone, and lo
and behold...they had closcd for the night. Calls to the AA and Pclice
failed to unearth the nanager, so we had to find a hotel and bed down
for the night. Zarly next rnorning we played hob with the nanager, who
was sorry to hear we had becn locked out, but said they always closed

at 11-30. 3o we asked why hadn't they told us this when we b
bo ked the svace and told then the tine we wanted the car, Ay Y
H'n, he was very sorry...on looking into 1it, they found all ﬁﬂ)
the papers..bar our letter with the tines oa.. very Landy (W

indecd. I cannot regomend Mo n's Motors ol Horsefersy Rd
to any intending traveller. ife are still negotiating Tor
return of our expenses....but the funny nan did say that if
we were ever down that way again, we could garagc therc free
the next tine. Ezad he should be on Comedy Playhouse.

On the cther hand, we can say thgt the Skyways Trip
was excellent, and thc hotel very good and pleasant, and no
snags anywhere along the line. 33 Elizabeth St., Victoria, .=
if you're intercsted. EEARERY



This seens to have been a week of bumver, top-level fanzines. Qur nail -man
is starting to grunble. ODD, TRUMPET , DOUBLE-BILL, BEOBEHEMA and two or
three others, all in the 4o page bracket, plus ARGEHTINE S-F review and
COSMOS. All thesc zines feature high quality reproduction, and of course
TRUMPEIT must be the ultimate in fanzines, By the way if any of you want
subs to Double~Bill I an now the agent. It rust be a gdod zine as they
carry the interlineation, 'How bbout Jeeves for TAFF'...very good nen.

Speaking of TAFF, heartiest congratulations to Eddie (gooud nan) Joncs
on winning the current campaign. May he have a govod trip ard a happy
return,

llaving become completely enaroured with ¥ new Quarz conce camera, L
have reluctantly decided to part with the old one...still in excellent
condition. Tor anycne interested, it is a Kodak, standard 8mo cancra with
a three lens turret, (telephoto, nornail, and wide-angle) and also has a
supplementary closc-up lens (19%) and carrying casc. Anyonc interested,
drop me a line.

I was nooching arournd the library the other day, and carefully
nis-filed in the Army section {and alsc nurbered for that niche) I found
'Bonber Squadrons ofi the RAF!', Faturally, I looked up 356 Sgdn and found
the following dates...which I had only a hazy estinate of when writinge
‘Carry On Jecves8
Squadron notto...'We bring Frecdon and Assistance’...I'n not quite sure
lhow they squarcd this with the 1000 1b bLonbs.

Forned at Salbang...Jan.15.994%4, roved to Cocos Islands in July 1945 and
disbanded Nov.1945, The Sqdn used Liberator BVI and the 1st op. was
Juh.2nd 1944 and the last on iAug.13. 1945. Obvicusly these are the
'official’ for the record, dates, as we started forining in late 1943, and
when I left the Cocos in Oct.45, therc was no mention of it being on the
point of disbandnment.

Sheffield Library has a marvellous filing systen by the way..the
youngest assistant uses a pin. For instance, 'Atlas, the Story of a
Missile' is filed under 'Shotsuns!., There are two scctions about Spacc
Travel...one with Acroplancs, and the other wiyh Atoriic Bembs. This
syster extends throughout nearly all the topics, so findiny the bBooks can
be gquite a chore.

A1l the bvest fcr now. Terry.
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The saloon bar of the 'Wye Tari' was filledé with the usual Monday
compleitent of writers, artists, fans and other buls intercested in the
nacabre, thc outre, the off-trail and the downright stupid. Snoke curled
frori a scorc of cigarettcs, waile beer glasses elinked a checerful counter
point to the bass hw: of background chatter and the asthnatic wheczing of
the beer pupns. Wedged firmly in his favourite corncr by the bar, Ponsorby
took a decp draught of ale, before junping flal-footedly into a discussion
about Bridey Murphy, and thc possibility of ancestral uerlory.

"pid I ever tell you chaps about a funny thing which happened to
ne when I was in Egypt with thc 10th Aray ?9 he asked, BErcquently,
gruntced Syder from behind a karrage of pip. snoke. “What sort of funny
thing ?9¥ queried Brunncr, a long-~haircd ncwconer to the group, and onc who
had not yc¢t learned to avoid playing straight man to the c¢lub bore

"It happencd shortly aftir I landed at Alex,” began Yonsonby.
Y was posted to a unit near Footiq, right in the middle of the desert -
hot as hell, twice as dQusty, and not a dropr of beer within niles," He
pauscd and pointedly cyed the crupty glass hefore hin., DSrunvier co-operated
with the inevitable and signallcd for Ircew, the landlord to refill it,
Ponsohby took & guick pull and went on swifthky befhre anyonc clse could
snatch the conversational bal:,

'Y had turnvd in carly fer a good night's kip," he said, "and as
usual, I reachcd for a final cigarctte ovfore dropping off to slccp. Tao ny
annoyance, *the packct was e¢opty and 1 didn't have a darncd thing to snoke.”
Fg pausced and leok.d round uvxmectantly. VYoung Sentceras shrugged resignedly
and handed hiii a Woodbine. Ponsonby 1lit it, blew out a cloud of swmoke and
resuiled. I hunted through iy pockets ané couldn't find a fag, and was
Just about %o zet drussed and hike over to the cantecn, whin I noticed the
natuve bearer's box-of-tkicks in 2 corncr, He kept rags, shoc polish and
a fow odds and unds thore., My luck was in, anong the rubbish was a packoet
of native fags - oddly scunted, but b.tter than nothing. I pinched oncg,
scrambled dback into bed, and 1it up. The first puff was hoady and strange,
the scecond nade ne fool iddy, and by the third 1 was beginning to drift
off in a golden haze. Around e, the billct, nosgquito net, ana cven ny
hand holding the cigarctte faded froo vicw. Tor a whil. I scened to float
in that golden c¢loud, but gradually it cloared and I found nysclf garbed
in ancient Egyptian clothes of the kind you s.o in cpic movics., 1 was
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sitting on the. cdpe of a bed in a roorn hung with rich tapestries. Around the
walls woere statues of Jold and silver. Obviously I had gone back in tirie
and bucorie a nan of soue substance.t

"You still are", grunted Butt, cycing Fonsoaby's waistline.
Ponsonby abs.ntnindedly drained Butt's boecer and continued., "I hadn't umuch
tirie to look around, for just then a scrvant ran in half terrified. It
scens he had been walkinz hoce past the Great Pyranid, when he had secn the
wraith-like figure of a suoall child flitting round its base and wailing
broken~heartecdly." ;

Probably loocking for his uunay", inkerpased Moorhon, who thought
hinself sonothing of a wit and was right abowt half the tine.

Ponsonby witherad hinm with a lock, and continucde. %I couldn't get
the servant to conce with rie to investigate, so I set off on ny own. The
trip to the Great Pyranid scuried to take ngch longer thau ususl, and by the
tine I got there I had formcd a theory. As I skirted the Pyranid's base, a
dininutive shape draped in white driftcd out, raiscd its xus and bupan to
wail. Undaunted I continucd to advancc. A sccond figure joincd the firsg,
then nore and aore - all clad in whitc, and all wailing fit to burst - iy
theory looked like being correct. T stoed ny ground until scveral hundred
of the ghost-like apoaritions confronted nme and the wailing was cracking
bits off the Pyramid., Then I actud. Soumchow, ny Survice revolver had
acconpani.d 3y strad self into the past. I drew it, and fired all six
rounds over the heads of the nob. The result was striking. As one nan,
they turned tail and dashed off across the desert, dropping their dirty
whitc bed shects as they fled, They had gbvicusly been thicves nasquerading
as zhosts in order to scarc people away while they 1ifted up the Great
Pyra:id of Footig and nade off with it. TFearlessly I gave chiasc, but in the
darkness I tripped over a cast-off sheet and fell, striking ny head against
a rock. #Jhen I awoke, I was back in ny bed at caup Foetiq',

. "All very interesting,® drawlcd Windun, "But there's one little flaw
in your story,"

10h ges't, said Ponsonby, “fnd what nay that be 20

Quite clenentary', sniled Windup. "You mentioned the Great Pyranid
of Tootiq. The Great Pyramid happens to be at Gizeh, not Footig.”

OO0h that", laughcd Ponsonby. He got to his fect, drained the last
of Brurmer's becr and walked to the door, where he turned. #I thought you
realised, Thuy had carried tho Pyranid as far as Gizch, before T took thenm
by surprisc and nade then drop it. That's why it's still there®. Ponsonby
vanisied into the night.

THEl EED.



Let me begin by saying spacce Is not
for me, I'm too heavy, iwear glasses, and am not a Phe,D with 3000
hours flying experience. I go along with Harry Stine, space travel
will have arrived when &n elderly grandmother of ninety ocan vislt
rolatives on Luna Base. The sca is for mo.

Now I don't propose to list the many
achievements in sea research, I leave that to those with a Jeeves
stvle patienco. Nor am I going to natter on about flsh-farmlng,
kelp harvesting, or the ingenious Haber'!s idea of paylng off
Gormany!s W 1 debts by oxtracting gold from the soa, no, I want
to talk of the sea and us. '

. Contrary to goner'al bellef man is s
marine animal. Our blood has a hydrogen ion concentration equal to
that 6f the ses, we weep sea=-water and when one of our workmen gets
an eyeful of hasty we sluice his eyes with synthetlic sea-water,
borid-seline we oall it, but it'fs salt and boris aocld, sea :
minerals both! So man i1a & maring enimal and drowns easily; where
then are we missing out? %ell let!s think bdask to tho presnatal,
The baby swims 4n the amniotic fluld and is quite happy untll 1itfts
thrust out of 1ts comfortable cushioning and yells blue murder, and
goes on yelling until 4tts adult enough to realise that therels
no percuntege in it, as Runyon says. Somc yell blue murdor Iinto’
adulthood, therefs a place for politielans and rioting students,
back to the sea, preferably with a few pounds of scrap iron tiled
on to thefr feet. But 21l right, part of our early life 1s in
water, and the developing foetus has rudimentary glll slits
at one part of its life. Now =~Kon Bulmer was itf---wrote a nice
story about a spaceman going undersea and getting operated on to
have glll-slits enabling him to exist undorsea. Jim Blish hes
his Tritons again with gills. Now whatever he may be man is no
fish, and honge operations to produce gills are, for my money,
not the solution. We drown because the lungs are filled with
water and we can't get oxygon into the bloodstream due to the
fact that the absorptive surfaces in the lung aren't oquipped
to extract the dissolved oxygen in water. But I have a feeling
that, providing the blood could be kept chargod with oxygen we
could live quite happily under water, In short, what we noed, 1s



the developement of a unlt to be surgically put into
us so that the oxygen in the water in which we ocould
1ive is made available to the bloodstroam, lNow I :
know that this just seoms like another form of glll
but 1t isn?t, because 1t would work directly into
the blood. I'm neither surgeon no blochemist, and
for the 1ife of me I can'!t fipure out how 1% could
be done. I'm.only suggesting ‘the appreoach, no
morac. ’ R

R . Howaver let-us asssume that the
' - technique has been worked out, man--and woman--
"« ' ocgn go undorsea for as-long as they wish, quite
_ : 1hdependent of eir tanks and the rest. Where does
it got us. Well now anyone who lives up north lmows that the sea
1s cold as anything around the English shores, yot fish 1live in

;1t-qwhqre;theﬁb's no pollution quite happlly. This argues for a

- sga-1iving human as having avery mich reduced body-temperaturse..

.. Now the exponerits of bodyﬁtempératurevcoversioh‘0quatioﬁs~will'
rise end say that that precludés 1life, but for m¢ I donft . think 1t
would be nearly as bed as thoy would like to make out. Life under

.. the sea would bo a lot slower for people. I don't for one moment

" 1magine that: thp sea~livers would dart about the way that the

membors of a ‘sub-aqua’ clubs’ do, ‘after -all, they re ' getting =2 lot

. ’

of oxygen neatly packaged up for ‘them. No, I bolieve that 1t would
be & calm, leisurely life undersee. But of course the brain would
work at 1ts normal speed, and honce undersesa would be'ifor .the
thinkers, philosophers, mental inventors and others such.
e e e Y Bub people -have ‘to egt and raw .
‘f4sh 1s not qveryone’spﬁelight;'But*thére'1Sn't-anything‘tO'provent
- water being.bsiled undersea in a contalner gnd.oxyhacetylene
~outting units can'burn under water.. Again Yoited fish isnft for
..everyone. Oh wéll,  you could squally woll fry in a closed contalner
.+ I suppose, and 'dispense 1t somchow, but ‘remember hot food 1s
... 7 adwply a holdover from the original purpose of' cooking food, which
" ‘was.to make 4t tender and more edible if meat and gsoften it if
4 1t was vegetable. I feél howover that humens being very

_adaptsble’ creatures could ‘very easily get - . [ LTmTE L
‘used t6 having theilr food cold ds long as . "~ v i i
© 4% was palatable. IR . B R
-7 " Then there 1s the business "-"..i.. o PR
of ;11ving under the sea, . Houses am fust ="~ [ =% recTic i)
_8s easily bullt underwator as above it, ‘and - ﬁ;/f+f:;j; / N\
‘the walls would no longer Dbe'therd to.kpép x"h;;flg;*kﬂiznﬁvgﬂdﬁ
bad weather out, 'they would be merely'to = [ T L1 W
onsure privacy. Idving would of course be ' ot O b i;ﬂq'
el BRI B, Sy

vory threcdimensional,  no stalrways to - -
negotlate, wastes, after suitable treatriont
eraily. disposed of, ahd much to junlor's °
Lierror, there would be the use of suitable: .
soaps to mdintain. ¢leanlinegs, ... - -7

. Tl L i MYedleally thesea ought

to be a fairly healthy plavé to' be in. S
‘Thé common -¢6ld, *and other respiratory



diseases would be non-existent--probably to be replaced by some other
thing to plague people. In general however I feel that the slower
rate of living plus less strain on the heoart and lungs could lsad to
a much longser 1life.

In consilderation of 1life undersea a
1ot of authors trot up the idea of transport being by nuclear sub,
hopped on in ruch the same way as we catch a jet to-day. My own
opinion is that there is a place undersea for roads and rallways. .
A road is rather more than a way of getting from one place to
another, it is also a connection, a linkage between two polnts
indicating tho easlest way. I don't necessarily say that the sea-
~1ivers would walk along the road, walking undersea is hard, but
the undersea roads would be routes where you could swim along 1n
comparative safety, and vehlcles, not necossarily wheeled of course,
could take the road to somewhere else knowlng that there was no
danger of rock-falls, or awkward navigational hazards. I hcard a laugh
when I mentioned rallways, but they have a signal advantage of not
being much affected by currents that could sweep a nucleer sub off
if courso. Also they would reolleve poople of tricky navigation in
confined spaces and the prospect of a nuclear sub towlng a hundred
carloads of goods secms 2 lot 1lo08s possible than a railway dolng
tho same. '

Thore aro lots of minor things I
could mention in relation to undorscea living, but this is only a
glance at tho possibllitles. Pots, for instance. A nice friendly
dolphin perhaps, a porpolse, oven for tho milllonaire a woll-trained
whale could add to tho richness of 1life. Communications would be
mich as on land with the oxception of spaech. The exact mochanics
of spoech lead me to think that our normal gmeoch method would be
out and possibly somothing 1liko the noisos made by fish might be
substituted.Whethor "squeoak, whistle chirrup" would be leus
attractive than "Darling I love you" is a point that bears thinking
on howcvor, Finanlly, just a man bogan eliminating creaturcs such as
wolves and sabroetooth tigors I have no doubt the underscea livors
wounld busily sot about climinating tiresomo nuilsancces such as
sharks, and quito possibly packs of trained dolphins would be
under tho control,not of an il,F.H.,, but of an i.P.D.--Mastor of
pursult dolphins--~

I come now to the polnt that prompted
this wholo articlo., Millions arc boing spent on bullding scéled-up
scaled up firocrackers, The mero fact that wo call thom rockets
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15 puffictiont evidonos ahout How cur minds TN, A quartar of thio
exponditure of monoy ond pffort ploughed intoe sos ropcsreh could
rosult in immodiate bonefits for avoryoeno, avan in the most unlikoly
ways, Por 1nstaonce nonl’ whimn T 3476 4 duntist Lo doing sorioud
roscarch into how molinsvd cttool trumaplves to rocks, tho idca belng
thet if the ehosrtenl thov uga could ha daneclnted, dentists would no
longer hove to koy in fillings, but could simply <rill awey carious
spots, &1&p ° cont of tho ghamicol in and pop in o £illing, with the
certainty of sts staoving put 2g long oo ncedod. I have heard thot
pcople like voemnll Lo ird of Birkonhusad arc gxperimenting with «
vehiclec Elnt trundlos slong the seched on spiked wheels . Of course
it 's heavily nrndiccpped by the nood fcr providing air-locks and
70 forth, but again a little moncy~—-—-—

Industrially the gcenre 1s reother moro
opcouraging. Jow chomiccals USh have been moking magnesium from theo

sen for yatrs, DO doubt somo of the highly expensive alloys in our
toy firunosky comos from the sca. Thero is kelp harvosting=-big
pugincas this to prepore Agar, seowecd mokes fertislisor o8 doas
docayod fiph, ond oxporiments oro woing dona to oeo whot can b
pruparod 1n tiie way of choap food from plankton.
14ka the sen, boing lucky snough

to live o ghilling mus-ride sway I can go ofton. I1ve scen 1t all
wavs, Panceful navago, Ind and crusl snd 1iko it whetovey 1ts mood,
T thirlk thrt o groat muny noopley shero My mood, nftor all, tho
soagidc, bo it Whitley Foy or Ibiza is always popular, Pcoploc go to
1azc on the sando--which thoy could 4o just as well inland--but no,
they .go by the 8oo. Prankly 1 feol that sen-thorapy could bc usad In
the trontmont of mental disordyrs in somo COYCS. You nover get a
menszl institution bullt be the sca, and yot I consider that half tho
dnmago in mental institutiona comon from The moro foeoling of beling
sonfinod, ond a2 gca-viow might conceolvably male o differonco.

woll thera 4t is, Look to tha steps
411 you wiah, nnd what w11l you lock feor first on strange ploncts?
Why soss of courso, bagouno without them thore can bo no 1life a2t ell.
Acecordingly then, lot's stop dragging wlth undordon rgsourch and
get on with something uscful. et




Canny
‘” Parl. 5

Teoves

I'n not sure of the exact date, as like the Pope, ny neuory
is not infallible. However, I think it was towards the end of 1943 when
the R,4.F. finally realised wnuy sterling worth and prouoted ue to the rank
of Corporal. This was followed by a posting te 356 Bouber Sqdn. which was
forning up sorlewhere in Dengal. I set off across India to the address on
oy pesting Or3ers.s.356 Sqdn. R.5.F Piardoba. This was ohviously a crafty
schere to fool the Japarese Intelligence as when I reached Piardoba, it was
to find that 356 Sqdn. wasn't there at all, but at Salbani...a place I had
passed through on the way to Piardoba. I spent the night on an Indian Air
Force Station and returned the Salbani the folluwing day.

Salbani was about threc niles fron the ncarest five-hut
village and congisted of a two concrete runways, several concrete shelter
pens for the aircraft, and a ccllection of 'bashas' or crude huts. The
rest of the aerodrone wac tastefully adorned with rock-hard nud, pleanty of
dust, sone scraggly jungle and a large population of snakes, scorpions and
spiders, At first we only boasted 4 Liberators, but nore continued to
arrive until we reached our full strength of 16 aircraft, I was put in
charge of radip maintenance and spent ny first couple of months crawling
in, around and all over the bip bombers by day, and swotting handbooks by
night until finally I knew cnough adout the varied radio gear to enable ae
to nake wise noises when it went wrong - which was pretty often,

The B-24 Liberator was a far cry, radioc-wide, fron nost
British bonbers of that tire. They carricd the 1154% and 1155 Transntitter
and receiver set up, and the 1143 VHF Transceiver., That was about all.
“he Lib carried a normal crew of 10 and boasted the following Radio Gear,

1 Long Distance Tx. 1 fixed Aerial 1 100ft trailing Ac and notor.
1 Lonzy Distance Rx. 6 tuning units. I notor generator

The above took care of long distance cortiunications. Lecally, we used =
¥ Conmiand feceivers, 3 local centrol boxes, 2 tranmsnitters, 1 two-wey
control box, 1 nodulator/power unit, onc fixed aecrial.
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To kecp things natey, the intercoii. systent was a telephene exchange by
itsclf. 12 positions, each with a four~way control box, sockets for both
British and Amcrican nicrephones and earphones, and a two valve amplifier,
To round it off, therce was a wmain aplifier and power pencrator.

For the navigitor, there was a lovely Radio Coizpass conplete with two sets
of renotc controls (once for the pilot) and a fixed agrial and a loop
acrial houscd in a strearilined covering on the top of the bogber . Add to
this little lot, secveral niles of connecting wire, and scveral renote
control cables throw in the nonsoon rains and you can play for hours.

If you switched it 211 on at once, the batteries flattened and the poor
clectricians had kittens. To avoid this hanpy state of affairs the Libs
alse carried an internal APU (Auxiliary Power Unit) to boost the battcrics
during ground testing...problens, always protlens.

My first job at Salbani, was to round up sorie work benches
and sincc we had no spare tinber this presented difficultics. However by
using ny native ingenuity we sobin had some crude bunchos - though a few
nalcontents did cowplain about the nissing toilcet doors. Incidentally,
these toilets (lovely terin for a de.p hole in the ground) taught ne never
to carry my cigarctte casc in ny hip pocket.. ..l lost the casc and 2
dozen fags with it before that fact sank in,

Also forning up at Salbani, was 355 Sdgn., WNaturally there
was great rivalry between 356 and 355, so it was with great glee that we
watched 355 go on boubing practice ...and drop the bdbombs without opening
the boinb-docrs., From then on the eother squadron was always groevted with
a cry of... 'Bonbs awaye..boil doors away " By the way, these bonmb
doors werc unique in that they did not swing opern in the nornal way, but
rolled back up the bomburs sides rather like the old roll-top desk. This
was achieved by hydraulic pressurce and a fearscie-scunding booster punp.

Bventually, we rceachned our full coiplerient of 116 aircraft,
and the danage of operational use was addud tc the nornal wear-and-tear
and greulin-type sabotage. Heat was a problen 1309 in the shade not
unknown, and the metal skin of the B-2h's could burn unprotccted skin.

To do a ten-ninute pre-flight inspecticn was like a session in a Turkish
bath., Long time inspcction and repair work sheer torture. To get around
this, the working hours were highly unusual...ba.2. Reveille. irst work
session, 6-30 to 7-30 ai, Breakfadt, then 2nd paradc fron 8-3C to 12-30.
Then an evening session 5pn to 7pn. This left a long gap during tne heat
of the afternoon so that we couwld lay on the charpoi and simner until well
done. Vhen ops. were on, thi: schedule went by the board, and this,
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coupled with a scven-day-wock nade us all pretty woozys Onc one occasion
T was layibg flat on the top of a Lib at two in the morning changing a
loop aerial, when I fell aslcep...luckily, I awoke again before slipping
of f and naking a dent in the gound soile 15 foet below.

The head 7.C.0. of the Wircless Section was a grizzled old
veteran of 45, Flight Sergeant Boyd had becn a boy-apwrentice in the pre-
war RAF., Like all such *rcgulars', we looked up to hiix for his shecr
length of service, and dewn on hin for being such a nuge. As was coimon
with such wights, he was firnly grounded in the use of archaic equipiient
and slightly befuddicd by nodern gear...wc rather suspccted hin of brecding
carrier pigeons for use in casc of radio failure, 'Chicfy' was rearez on
the theory that no n=t or bolt should be without a sccuring laycr of
shellac, and all contacts should be snearcd with its daily raticn of riineral
jelly. When Bostik care on the scene, he tosk to it imediately...onc drop
of that, and his bcloved nuts and bolts would never couc loosce..even when
you wanted then to do so.

When the nonsoon rains arrived, the dasap caused nwierous
clectrical faults. Clothes, kit and bedding had to boe regularly aired to
prevent nold forning. One rather fancy fault caused by the min, was a
banshee-like wailing in the 'phones when you plugged in to the intercon.
We were kept as busy as a well-known brand of cglourcd-end fly as we ran
around before flights, removing 12 boxces from each B-2k, drying them out
and fitting then back in azain. On onc particularly bad day, Chiefy was
noaning about how to cure the trouble. Fecling uppish, I said without
thinking..."Jhy not coat the things with Bostik ?7 His eyes 1lit up, and
I recalised ny error. Within a few days, every box was liberally sncared
with the gooey stuff which sct rock hard very guickly. Sad to say, the
harc-brained idea worked...but when a box had to be changed for repair,
it necded an hour's work with a hamicr and chisel to get it freew Me and
ny big mouth. However fron then on, Chiefy got the nick-name of 'Bostik!

For the nusic loycrs in ny audience, I appcnd the soul-
stirring Ballad of 'Bostik' Boyd.

igh ny nanc is. 'Sostik' Boyd,
and I really get annoyed,
If you don't shellac the contacts cvery day.
Fineral Jelly,
Mineral -Jelly,
Minoral Jelly is the sedtion's only way.

To do the aria full justice, it nust
be sung by a twenty-stiong nale voice
choir«...in different keys.

Mark you, it would never get in the
Top Tene

"o be continued.
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Farl Z.

LANE

(( This scriecs of articles originally appearcd in Lyvnn Hicknan®s oxcellent
magazine, 'The Pulp Bra'; and are reprinted here with his liind pernission))

T35 first regular science-fiction in ny young life, was the weekly

periodical, SCCCOPS. FEawving around 30 quarto pages, it cost the nagnificent
sui of 2d., and was thus well within the financial range of nost of the market
for which it was ained., Not that 5COCP3 was a juvenile, far from it, The
stories and writing were little,if any, inferior to the surrent trend in
“onder, Anazing and Astounding. Purists nay howl at this, but just dig baclk
into the 1932 to 1936 files of any of those nagazines and nmalke an honest
appraisal., 3

Lack of adegquate advance publicity nad. ne niss the first two issues,
but ny younger cousin was uore fortunate. He got then both...and steadfastly
refuscd to part with them, even under the increasing pressure of offers of
tradc, cash, and sheer physical violence. I had better luck with our long-
suffering newsagent however. 1 did manage te convince hin that this weird and
gaudy publication should b=z supplied every weck, thoupgh it was nany ycars
later before I realiscd the significant fact that cvery time I went there to
collect i1y prize, it was withdrawn frou a hiding plave under the counter, aud
handed to ne face downwards.

Meniories of SCOCPS after thirty ycars, arc pretty thin, but I do
renenber that it featurcd such authors as, J.i.Fcarn, J.bM.Walsh and Maurice

G. Husi, the latter having a yarn about sonre natives whose flesh was
R ) &) y ~

invisible, but whose bones glowed with a weird blue
light, so that they appearcd as walking
skeletons, ‘hy they glowed, escanes ne
now, but I have no doubt that therc weas
a nerfcctly logical and scientificall
rcasonablce ¢xplanation.....such as

regular neals of U-%BS undar thc/;,/
pseudeonyn of radentiw, or 5T

sortething sinilar.

Then there was s story
called, 'Subnarinc-Road-Plang.s
Mumber One.' which

\, -t
=
T py
concerned a youug 4;;’,/”’/
nan who TS =
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inhcrited a ramshackle car fron a dcad inventor.. He took it out for a spin
and in yanking on the stering wheel, discoverced several nodifications had
becn made to the car.....it sprouted telescopic wings and a rear airscrew

to allow it to fly. Aftcer stooging around the sky for a while, the car went
into a nosedivc over the sca, but as it entered the water, a plastic canopy
unrolled over .thc driver and the car bocae a niniature subparine. Vondering
what would happen next, the hero wiade a belated scarch of the vehicle and
discovered the full plans and operating instructions in the tool box, so all
ended well, and we left hin to dreails of financial grecatness when the

invention went on the markcet. —= .
Also flyi bout the place f L
S0 ying abou 1c place for ) R e N, -
son¢ rcason which c¢scaocs nce at 1 ‘wﬂméifi?33>;))f3ijﬁﬁQ -
the nonent, was a 'Plying Robot'. e =2 ffe -

This was a rather nassive, and
rivet~bestudded nonster, sustaincd 1 ‘n_rﬂ,}_ “Lf-——]
in the air by a dininutive scrow. - ! LA
What it did, why, and to whon, arc all gucstions whose

answers are lost to posterity since nother used ny collection of SCOBPS to
light the fire while I was overscas with the RAF and unable to protect the
poor things.

One thing about the gadgetry of this period, apparcnt from 'Road-
Banc No.1, 'Flying Robots' and right up to spaccships, sticks in my mind.
Lverything, with only onc exception was apparcently built fron 1% steel
plates and scveral hundred large rivets. Presunably the theory was that
robots and spaceships, and in fact c¢verything nechanical, nust be nade by
nechanics, and as cveryonc knows, nochanics work in ship yards with stecl
platces and rivets. So futuristic gadgets can be made even more futuristic
by adding an extra quota of stccel and rivets...preferably with angle~iron
braccs and all joints showing, Yus, I ricntioned onc oxceptione...aircraft.
The aircraft of those halcyon days, were gencrally under-powerced and
rclicd heavily on wood, string, c-nvas and scaling-wax (with a large dash
of good luck thrown in) to kucp theil in the air. As a result, both
authors and artists (particularly the lattcr) could not conceive any
aircraft of the futurce which did not follow this preacticc. MNaturally,
this ricant that boiler-platced rockets and robots rubbed rivets with
flying baéx kites and herocs clad in plus-fours,

SCO0PS also featured tihe Martian oicnace - with a twist, Thist
started off in a nild way, when throuhout the world, radio scits began to
develop a faint, high-pitched hwi. Over the months, this gradually grew
in volune, and spread fron radio scts to include cvery possible clectric
cadget. Lanips, irons, telcphone wires, car ignition systems and pocket
torches all addcd to the c¢ver incrcasing cacophony. People cracked beneath
the nmental strain, and accidents, dcath, nayhcem and rioting became regualr
events. At the very last (anarchy-wisc) noicnt, the noisc stoppede. The
peaceful Martians had landed (On Salisbury Plain, naturally) and had
switched off their spacc-drive, the unwitting cause of all the trouble,
and which had driven the world to th. brink of nadness. They toured around
the place, adaired our policcilen, and greatly deplorced the havoc they had
caused, hoping that perhaps it wouldn't be so bad when they sct off houle.
They cnbarked into their hummkng-top shapced spacecraft and preparcd to
depart. Naturally, a terror-strickcen public didn't fancy a sccond helping
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of the hun and beoan to panic. ALl was well however! Thae grand old
Tritish ovornmicat had not heen caught napping, sy Jove,  3alisbury Plain
nad been scerctly ringed with Anti Aireraft guns. Do scenor Lad the

T

e
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nartian contingent sot airborne (with an accomprrying hun on z11l the usual
eloctrical gadgetry? than it was stashod to bits by thc dovilishly

accuratc zunfire of the British Aray,

Faughty as this acticn was, it did luave Sritain free to faster
further s-~f at a later date, althounh sad to say, SCCUPS was not dustined
tv pearticivate in the movenmeat. It folded with its twenticth issuc...not
through lack of quality, but from lack of suwnort....a more adult format
nisht have saved the day.

TC B3 CONTINTED,

(( Recad ebout lodern Wonder, Mickcy Mousc Weckly, Pasuin: Show and Talss
of iondcres a1l in the noxt instaluent of Momiory 3anlz Lane. HMMake sure of
your cowpy now, by se¢nding z quarto sizoed SAL to the cditorial addrcess.
Por full details, sec the contents paze {(if tuere is one) ))
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Con :ents on the S4th, Pailin:.

liost interesting cover....fnvey (Cheslin) I didn't like the drawing, but
enjoyed the use cf colour. Then again, the cover stock of Lefnui is
wortli an Honourable rienticn.

OFF TRAILS... I don't think OHPA will be extinguished by defaulting 4E's
and lengoshorenen's strikes.. .nrevided that nembers get their fingers out
and *tart producing soilethin;;. The size of this nailing was pitiful. 1
nalke it out to be the work cof eight members. I have one query. I noticed
Bobbic Gray as neing listed as J70.20 That is owing all 20 pages by the
end of this year...ycet in OT 53, she is listed as owing 17 pages by Jan
1969 sp although she apparently didn't neet requirencent in 68 she has
another year to play with...OT52 also lists her as J.9 17, s¢ even
assuiling an error in the year, how cone the pages owing has grown ? She
had nothing ir uny of these mailing, so how cone ?? I haven t got OT 51
berdy, but CT49 says D.8 16...s50 yvar, nonth and pages owing all seceinr to
kave changed.

LEMVOY Soucbody slaved over that cover..I nust adnit to having toyed with
the idea of letting ny class coleur =RG covers, but decided that our ncw
Head would blow his top if he found out,..Ifve already had one disagrec-
nent with hin ower lack of courtesy when wantingg the staff to attond
evening functions. Agrce with you that .uis has o narrcw viewpoint in

EW MAPS CF HIELL'.,.hc only seens to huve read Galaxy, and even then
nerely stuff by Pohl and Kornbluth...he barely nentions anything else,
Thanks for the kind words..hcalth still continues 0.K., and as ycu can
sgg¢ fron this dissue of ERG, I continuc to experiment. However unless we
get anew better nailincs I shall bLesin to thinkk twice as to is it worth

T liked the cover stock; but not the drawung on it. Interieor

production was BLeautiful, but pity you didn't have soue illos
o Let us not discuss t»vtu, I have an appointment next wesk for a
-c'up...but since it is ncearly a year since I went, he will no doubt
L fdlddng, or tiree to play with. Perscnally, I thoroughly enjoyed
Woerlds uolllde’, the only scur not buedngy that final sloppy scenc
in Dishcycol ur where the travellers euerge onto the new plancet., Ta for
* the inrfc on the 'Flying; ‘ins' It's sad about H.P, Piscr, but I'n

'wondorin; if that 'destruction of racerds' is to boe extended to material

ne borrcwed fron fans ? He wanted te borrow 1y Priode file, but I
deriurred. Instead I sup;liel hin with full details....Seeins I nearky
lost the file, unlecss he had stipulatcd that borrowed naterial be
rcturned...and had executors who knew what was what.
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G2 11 I liked the cover,Beryl. I have ancther fira which supplies cheap
paper (Macleans of Bletchley) but you must buy 10 rem lots, and
right 2ew...and for the last two ycurs..l huave been stoncy-broke, Ghu
Inows wlicre ny stencils will cuiie from when this box runs out. Enjoyed
your Con rcport...hepe we can nalwe tie next oney but I was a bit puzzled
as to what @T7%* chose 'IT hapdenced Here! as a Con filn. I haven't scen
izore than stills froom it, and ¥ gather it is o ninor nasterpicce in
aiateur filing. .but hardly Con naterial.  If they st go te Aoateur
filuos, I sugsest they loszk ub some of ifred OfNeill's plisiieine pupnet
aasterzopes.  Job SBhaw'’s 'slow glass® is hordly likely tc be investigated
scriously anywhere. I did some calculations on this, and assuming that
light is only slowed down to arcund 5 yards @ sccond, this neans that
slow lass would have a refractive index of 9x109 or rourhly tor thousand
niliiorn, {normal glass _runs about 1*5) and would have to bend a ray of
light through about 90 Highly unlikely Ifd say. Still, they nade for
a good story, I liked your prozinc ruviews (diiit, I had intended doing
sone in ZRG) and would be interested in your viecws on Mack Reynolds...ne,
I'n bored with his halting the story liane to give a scecio-pelitical
Racturs overy ton jinges.
2ED CiKE  Re that 2001 scene of the 'bone/spaceship! shet, £'funny, but
virtually every review I've read nintions thut shet. Uorsc,
they ncarly all refer to it as a ! :lorious visual pun'. Guess I'n thiclk
as 1 fail to sec where the pun coies in. I'd 25 out on a limb and say it
was sinply a clever transition shot to take you from the stone age to the
future without a lot of interncediate montuge work. Of course we hove a
right to kill nurderers. The right of self-defence, and the prdtection cf
the wecak, Contrary to all the normnal clap-~trap, I do not subscribe to the
view that hunmen life is sacred (vhatever that means) We're Just hizgnly
developed aninals, and if onc animal beenzies a danger then we should
get rid of it...which is what I'd do with BRAINLESS WILSH NATIOWALISTS
(and cthers) who plant bonbs in postbaxes and the like. On another tack,
a religion worse than Catholicisnm is (tc my nind) Jehovak's Witnesses, but
this is hercly a matter of opinion... I don't have auch use for any of '‘en
but I call ‘erz bad of they dictate or blacknail their oienbers in any way.
WYhon I called Pretest marcher's slobs, I was careless... I sheould have mado
it cicar I had the mobh-vicleance boys in mind...these whn have no interoest
in the cause, nmerely in raisiog a riot. BUIL when pezceful (eh hch)
narchers delilerately narch through areas frow which the police have

warned then to stecr clenr because of aubushes...then they ask fopeall
e ——

they get. No, I havean't sec 2 p?liceman's )
truncheon thud on to a youny girl s face.,.nor ¥Rl

Ao I know what provocation,if arny, she nay have r |
Fivey., Policmen are hunan, and therefsre they - ’1?2;

nust have some sadists azon; ther,..but the
najerity are cdeing o hard job under very hard
cofditions. Had I been in charje in Iveland
when the uzarcher's deliberat.ly walked ahead
into hostile territory (ihus asking for a fight)
T would have told ny police to 1ot both sides
fight it oul...then arrest those left standiug;
around aclding weapons. This way the slobs
who wanted a figlit would have got one...and

iy neolice wouléd have got the juilty partics
without getting hurt in the process.
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VACISOWE  Sorry I causcd you to discard your spacce listing., The reason ~
o I didn't include the 3 dead astr-nauts was s5inply bucause
they weren't 'Men I Spnce's..they died during a routine ground test,
it wasn't c¢ven.a real countdown...otherwisc I'd have to include Gagarin
whe T believe got killed in a fplane crash, and sundry other spacerien
killed in flying accidcnia nng car crashes. I liked your cover and it
was alnost ny rating for *Best', excopt that the drawing was not so hot,
If you want another cerny question....ihat is a French Band—Aid Teeesess
o eocan3WEr, a plaster of Paris (I anke up stuff like that out of @iy head
and think therc's nothin: in it} I den't krow about your nstorway at
Gravelly Hill, but up here in Shefficld, we have the M.1 o oven a sort
of viaduct..the top level of the viaduct is the 6 lane H1, and. the lower
level of the voaduct is a % lance netorway. Nothing unusual in.that
naybe..but when T add that t'e whoje shebans goos over several stoul
works and inor roads, and winds its way betweun coolin:s toewers, it is

HEFC18 R38R Etprmie THIST 2 venvnintnin. . & bent tiddleywonl &

“ABLO Beingra fwit, aay I ask why the single line af leower casc in a
cover full of Capitals ? Those two blink intorior paszes...werce

they for mo-it-yourself artwork 2 Pity that wallzing arcund in the USA

is becening so dangerous,...I was reading a siniler picce about Washingten

the cther day. Lot the leons-haire’ nits howl all they like ubout old

Eniland, but it is STILL the best plac. in which to live. Cone horic

nate and let's have seoite hone-grown Spinges.

1
L

PROAT T've already written you a so arate LOC cn these copies Lynn, but

T 5till like that Hov.1968 cover (Phone no. of the nedel 2)  Itve
ceilc up with a new technique in artw.rk if you're ibter.sted..: it invelves
a conbinatisn of wen-and-in'. and charcnal. mite effceetive I think.

-
“hich brings ne to the end of the nailing and the largest issuce of ERG
to-date. I sincercly hope that now that OMPA is in the capable hands of
Beryly nenbers will start tc come across with layger nailings and.a bit -
iere in the experinental Yine. i -the tine of writing I have come across
a SAPA (British Azateur Press assdeiation) in the latest Writee's and
irtists Yoar Bo k' (It was in last year as well, but I didn't tecl up
tc contacting then., I have now written off, and an eagerly awaiting
further details. I alse gce that the BSFA is Jisted in the Year Book,
but I have been unable to trace the BITTSH CARTOONISYS CLUD...if anyone
knows their address, I'@ be -leascd t~ hcar it.

Fo finish off with, a 1ittl. gquery ni: les flc...can any scicntific
rinded bod explain it. Remcrber Galileo heaving a couple of w.izhts off
the top of Pisa and the establishin: of the fact that different dasses
all fall at the saie velocity {(in a vacuuw:) % O0.K- Ticw if you ap-ly
the richt naths te a ccunle of bodics, the masses caincel out in the
ﬁggutions go that you're 1oft with a constant velocity. Fair enough,

this ncans that if Jupitoer were to fall to Barth it would do sc at
0.9 niles per gsec...if it tell from intfinity....but to peuple on Jupiter,
Zarth would be dropping on then at their cscape velocity whatever that
is. How cone the vnaradex 2
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